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Reliable Source Checklist 
Answer Y (yes) or N (no) for each question for each URL you use. A reliable source has at 

least 4-5 yeses.  

Website URL 1 2 3 4 5 6
Can I trust this source 

to be reliable? Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

When trying to determine if a source might strengthen or hurt your argument, you 
can use the following questions to check its reliability: 
 

1.  Who: Does the author have experience or expertise in the area? 

2.  Why: Is the purpose of the organization giving the information to give 
facts? (Or do they have an interest in convincing you of a certain view?).  
Religious, political, and business organizations do NOT just want to give 
facts. 

3.  Why: Is the author clearly just trying to give facts? (In other words, they 
are not trying to get you to do or believe something after reading the 
article?) 

4.  How: Is the language unbiased?  (In other words, it does NOT sound like 
the author might have an opinion about your topic? 

5.  How: Is the article easy to read—free of typos, excessive ads, etc.? 

6.  When: Was the information published in the last 2 years?  
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Terms of Use for this product: 
Much time, effort, and thought went into this product so that it might help the students in your 
classroom. effort, and thought went into this product so that it might help the students in your 
classroom.  Please respect that work by abiding by the terms of use you agreed to by purchasing 
this product. 
 
By purchasing this product you agree to: 
1.  Leave an honest review on my Teachers Pay Teachers store. 
2.  Comply with the following: 
 
You may: 
1.  Use and copy this product for your OWN classroom and students. 
2.  Use this product for your personal use. 
3.  Review this product and provide a link to my TPT store to recommend others purchase it. 

You may not: 
1.  Give this product, either electronically or physically, to other teachers to use in their 

classrooms. 
2.  Give this product to other people for their own use. 
3.  Share this product electronically. 
4.  Post this product on a website, whether personal, classroom, or district. 
5.  Copy or modify parts of this to give for free or sell for money. 

Copyright © 2018 Jeanne Wolz, www.teacheroffduty.com.  All rights reserved by author. This product is to 
be used by the original downloader only. Copying for more than one teacher, classroom, department, school, 
or school system is prohibited. This product may not be distributed or displayed digitally for public view. 
Failure to comply is a copyright infringement and a violation of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act 
(DMCA). Clipart and elements found in this PDF are copyrighted and cannot be extracted and used 
outside of this file without permission or license. Intended for classroom and personal use ONLY. 

Thank you for your  
purchase! 

 

You can find more resources like this, as well as connect with a 
network of teachers dedicated to maximizing their off-duty hours 

here: 
 

Teacher Off Duty Blog Teacher Off Duty TPT 
Instagram Twitter Facebook 


